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1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 
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3. □ Copies of tiie certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 
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Statement of Reasons for Allowance 

1 . Claims 27-29 and 3 1 -35 are allowed. 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance. 

The present invention is directed to a character inputting device which facilitates online 
conversations between communicators speaking different languages. 

Claim 27 recites a candidate category switching means for switching between sets of 
candidate terms, wherein said sets of candidate terms include at least one group of candidate 
terms, and wherein said sets of candidate terms are classified according to at least one of a set of 
names of said participants in the game, and a plurality of nouns, pronouns, verbs, adjectives, 
inflections, symbols, or user-registered short sentences that are related to the game. 

The closest prior art, Kunihiro et al, Kizawa, Okayama et al. show a substantially similar 
character inputting device. However, Kunihiro et al., Kizawa, Okayama et al., singularly or in 
combination fail to anticipate or render the above cited limitations obvious. 
Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the payment 
of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue fee. 
Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Inquires 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sy Luu whose telephone number is (571) 272-4064. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday from 7:300 am to 4:00 pm (EST). 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kristine Kincaid, can be reached on (571) 272-4063. 

The fax number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
(571)273-8300. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-3900. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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